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SCOTT TOWNSHIP 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
MINUTES— September 17, 2025 

 

 

The Scott Township Board of Supervisors met on the above date in the Municipal Building, 350 Tenny 
Street (Espy), Bloomsburg, PA.  The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. and opened with the 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  In attendance were Supervisors Layne D. Kocher, Kathleen A. Lynn, 
Lanny R. Sheehan, and William G. Hafner.  Police Chief Joseph Grassley, Maintenance Supervisor 
Douglas Kashner, and Secretary/Treasurer Brittany M. Bacon were also in attendance. 

 

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE 
 
Multiple residents expressed comments regarding 67 Brentwood Circle (listed on the published 
agenda under Old Business), as follows: 
 

• Russell Hoch, 69 Brentwood Circle, expressed concern with the number of small animals (at 
least 21 chickens, 37 ducks) at the neighboring property, particularly the odor, noise, and 
inadequate food and clean water for the animals.  Additionally, Mr. Hoch stated that there is 
burning on the property, during the nighttime hours, in violation of the Township burning 
ordinance.  Mr. Hoch is requesting a plan of action to bring 67 Brentwood Circle into 
compliance with the Township Ordinances. 

 

• Lori Smith, 69 Brentwood Circle stated that the SPCA has been contacted regarding the 
situation. 

 

• Alicia Redfern, 65 Brentwood Circle, echoed the concerns raised by Mr. Hoch and added that 
the noise from the roosters is a major concern. 

 

• Carroll Redfern, 65 Brentwood Circle, expressed annoyance with the smell from the animals, 
prohibiting his family from opening doors/windows and enjoying the outdoors at their 
residence.  Mr. Redfern stated concern for the health of his wife who has a respiratory health 
condition. He also noted that the recently built chicken coop is inadequate. 

 

• Judith Balla, 120 Draketown Road, stated she is now seeing rats on her property and also 
reported the smell.  Further, she stated that because the property owner does not like cutting 
the grass something was dumped on the lawn that turned it all brown.  She voiced concerns 
that whatever was dumped will get into the water. 
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• Mr. Kocher informed the residents that the Township has had a number of interactions with the 
property owner who wants to be considered a resident of Orange Township.  Columbia County 
has rejected the residency request.  Ms. Bacon reported a number of violation letters have 
been sent as Certified Mail over the eight-month period but the letters go unclaimed.  As a 
result, the property has since been posted with the same violation letter, the property owner 
removes the posted letters, and then calls the Township. She further explained that the letters 
reference a violation of Ordinance 41.5, Section D.  Discussions are in process with the 
Township Solicitor to issue a citation for the violations, however this may require the impacted 
residents to testify in court.  Because the property is zoned as Agricultural, there is not a 
limitation on the number of animals.   

 

• Deed restrictions from purchases of properties in the development were discussed.  Mr. Kocher 
stated that the Township has no recourse to enforce deed restrictions, however any resident 
can pursue violations of deed restrictions through the legal process. 

 

• Photos of the condition of the animals and pen/chicken coop were provided to the Township 
and will be forwarded to the Scott Township Police Department. 

 

• Chief Grassley asked that any resident witnessing burning on the property should call 911 to 
report the incident. 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Minutes of the August 20, 2025 meeting were presented for approval.  Ms. Lynn made a motion to 
approve the minutes as presented.  Mr. Hafner seconded the motion. The motion carried 4-0.   
 
APPROVAL OF MONTHLY REPORTS 
The August 2025 Police, Roads, Secretary, Treasurer, Budget, Zoning, and the Barry Isett & Associates 
Inc. reports were presented for approval.  The high number of police calls was noted.  Ms. Bacon 
stated that the upcoming 2026 Budget Work Session is scheduled for October 3, 2025 at 10:00 a.m.  
Mr. Hafner made a motion to approve the reports as presented.   Mr. Sheehan seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 4-0. 
 
APPROVAL OF BILLS TO BE PAID 
The August 26 through September 17 General Fund bills to be paid were presented as three electronic 
fund transfers and check numbers 18878 through 18908 for $163,342.97.  In addition, the Liquid Fuels 
Fund bills to be paid for August 26 through September 17 were presented as check numbers 1989 
through 1990 for $5,181.55.  Mr. Kocher noted that Check #18886 in the amount of $19,950.00, 
payable to Columbia Excavating, was for the 20% deposit for the Park Project, which will be reimbursed 
through the grant process.  Mr. Kocher noted that the Maintenance Department did a great job on 
their work at the parks and he has received a number of compliments from residents on the park 
improvements. Mr. Sheehan made a motion to approve the bills to be paid.  Ms. Lynn seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried 4-0.  
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SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT  
 
Steinruck & Kisner Agreements – Agreements prepared by Solicitor Matthew E. Turowski and 
reviewed by Scott Township Engineer Todd R. Pysher of Pysher & Associates, Inc. were presented as 
part of the conditional approvals for both the Steinruck and Kisner Subdivisions regarding maximum 
square footage allowed for construction for each parcel.  Mr. Sheehan made a motion to approve the 
execution and notarization of each agreement by Mr. Kocher as Chairman of the Board of Supervisors.  
Motion seconded by Mr. Hafner.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
20 Shawnee Road – Ms. Bacon reported the criminal complaint form was completed by Solicitor 
Turowski and forwarded to the Supervisors for review.  The Supervisors had no changes to the 
complaint form as presented.  Ms. Bacon was instructed to advise Solicitor Turowski to proceed with 
filing the complaint.  Additionally, Ms. Bacon will confer with Magistrate Lawton on the next steps to 
cite the property owner regarding the additional structures on the property. 
 
ARP – Mr. Kocher reported that, at the end of last year, the Supervisors had allocated where to spend 
the remaining ARP funds and this was completed.  The Supervisors previously agreed that any small 
amount remaining would be transferred into the General Fund for payment toward General & Health 
Insurance Premiums.  As of September 17, 2025, there was $11,668.32 remaining plus accrued interest 
of $832.53 totaling $12,500.85 in the ARP account.  Mr. Kocher made a motion to transfer $12,500.85 
plus any additional accrued interest, if any, from the ARP account into the General Fund and close the 
ARP account. Ms. Lynn seconded the motion.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
Park Grant Update – The contractor work has been completed and looks great.  The Township is 
awaiting the delivery of the benches to be placed.  Mr. Kashner stated minor work may be needed to 
address the soil elevation from the pavilion to the new walkway.  DCNR has not yet scheduled a date 
for their inspection before release of the remaining funds. 
 
Lightstreet Park/Tree – Mr. Kashner reported that on August 17, 2025, a tree limb from an adjoining 
property fell onto the chain link fence at the Lightstreet Park.  Mr. Kashner closed the park for safety 
concerns and has been in discussion since that time with the property owner and her designee on 
removal of the tree and/or limb.  The job is too large to be handled by the Township Maintenance 
Department.  Mr. Kashner has been waiting for insurance information from the contractor of choice of 
the property owner for approximately one month.  Mr. Kashner has received a quote from Northeast 
Tree Service in the amount of $1,500 to remove the tree.  After discussion, the Supervisors agreed that 
the matter should not be delayed any longer.  Ms. Bacon will reach out to the property owner to 
request permission to take down the tree with a 50/50 split of the cost between the Township and the 
property owner.  Mr. Kashner added that the damaged fence will be removed and not replaced at this 
time. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
2026 Pension Memo – Ms. Bacon presented the annual 2026 Minimum Municipal Obligation 
Worksheet (MMO) for the Pension Plan.  Mr. Hafner made a motion to approve the filing of the MMO 
as presented.  Mr. Sheehan seconded the motion.  Motion carried 4-0. 
 
2026 Bloomsburg Library Contribution – Discussion on this item is tabled until the upcoming Budget 
Work Session. 
 
Ms. Lynn made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Kocher seconded the motion. The motion 
carried 4-0.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:23 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Brittany M. Bacon 
Secretary/Treasurer 


